
2018 Summer Reading Research Project: Road to the Revolution 
 

Dear students and parents, 
 

At Spring Hill Middle School, the focus of this year’s eighth grade summer 
reading will be on the Revolutionary War.  Our final project will culminate with 
students presenting a portfolio containing components from the book for 
English/Language Arts, Social Studies, Math and Science.  We will be using the 
Seesaw app (https://web.seesaw.me/) as our digital portfolio platform.  Parents 
can also link to their student’s account and view their progress.  When we return 
in August, My Brother Sam Is Dead  will be the first novel we will read, discuss 
and assess students’ skills in English/Language Arts.  With this project 
culminating all core subjects, students should budget two weeks to get 
everything completed.  It is our goal to infuse cross-curricular standards to 
better prepare students for high school. 

 
Thanks for your cooperation, 

SHMS 8th Grade Team 
 
TN State Standards: 
 
English/Language Arts: RL. KID 1 - Making logical inferences and citing textual evidence; RL. KID.2 - 
Determining a theme or central idea; RL.KID.3 - Analyzing dialogue; RL.CS.6 - Analyzing character point of 
view 
 
Social Studies 
Development of a New Nation (1720-1787) - Students will understand the major events preceding the 
founding of the nation and relate their significance to the development of the American Republic. (Standards 
8.15, 8.16, 8.22) 
 
Science: SPI 8.ESS1: Earth’s Place in the Universe  
1) Research, analyze, and communicate that the universe began with a period of rapid expansion using 
evidence from the motion of galaxies and composition of stars.  
2) Explain the role of gravity in the formation of our sun and planets. Extend this explanation to address 
gravity’s effect on the motion of celestial objects in our solar system and Earth’s ocean tides.  
 
Math: 8.G.C.7 - Know and understand the formulas for the volumes of cones, cylinders, and spheres, and use 
them to solve real-world and mathematical problems. 
 
Text: My Brother Sam Is Dead by James Lincoln Collier & Christopher Collier 
You may use your Spring Hill Public Library card to download the book online or via Overdrive app for free:  
https://reads.overdrive.com/media/C66F3DF1-3D62-40A1-A4A0-5F09C4848578 (ebook) 
https://reads.overdrive.com/media/7281699D-ACD7-4D5B-B8E8-876A0593A413 (audiobook) 
*Hard Copies - Maury County Public Library has 1 copy; Spring Hill Public Library does not have hard copies. 
Students may purchase their own copy via local bookstore or Amazon - $6.29; Used copies available starting 
at 10 cents. 
https://www.amazon.com/Brother-Sam-Dead-Scholastic-Gold/dp/0439783607/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1524
760826&sr=8-1&keywords=my+brother+sam+is+dead+book 

https://web.seesaw.me/
https://reads.overdrive.com/media/C66F3DF1-3D62-40A1-A4A0-5F09C4848578
https://reads.overdrive.com/media/7281699D-ACD7-4D5B-B8E8-876A0593A413
https://www.amazon.com/Brother-Sam-Dead-Scholastic-Gold/dp/0439783607/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1524760826&sr=8-1&keywords=my+brother+sam+is+dead+book
https://www.amazon.com/Brother-Sam-Dead-Scholastic-Gold/dp/0439783607/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1524760826&sr=8-1&keywords=my+brother+sam+is+dead+book


Road to Revolution Project Components: How will this research project be graded?  
 
Part 1: English/Language Arts 
 

ELA 
Component 

Check 1 Check 2 Check 3 Submitted 
Final Project 
On Time 

Component 
Score 

My Brother Sam 
Is Dead: Reading 
Comprehension 
and Critical 
Thinking 

Reading 
Journals: 
Student 
completed all 
reading journals 
AND provided 
page numbers 
as evidence for 
answers.  
(30 pts.) 

Reading 
Reaction: 
Student 
completed and 
recorded all 
reading 
reactions 
answering 
questions from 
the text.  
(30 pts.) 

Final Product: 
Student 
completed final 
product and 
uploaded 
picture onto 
Seesaw as an 
artifact. (30 pts.) 
 

Student 
submitted all 
components on 
Seesaw on or 
before the due 
date. (10 pts.) 
 

Total Possible 
Score:  100 pts. 
 
 

 
English/Language Arts Component - Reading the novel My Brother Sam Is Dead and completing listed 
artifacts on Seesaw. This includes: 

● Reading reflection journals 
● Reading Reaction (video/audio recording thoughts from novel) 
● Final product (student choice from approved list) 

 
Approved final product list 
After reading My Brother Sam Is Dead, students may choose 1 option to complete for the final product 
component. 

Option 1: 
Design a T-Shirt 

 
Illustrate a scene or 
character from the book 
on a t-shirt. 
 
Write a short summary of 
the scene or description 
of the character and 
explain why either is 
important in the story. 

Option 2: 
Make “wanted” posters 

for characters  
in the book. 

 
Choose characters from 
the book who could be 
“wanted” for crimes, 
failures, or mistakes. 
 
Research sample wanted 
posters.  Information to 
include on your poster: 
the “crime”, physical 
description, where the 
character was last seen, 
and reward amount. 

Option 3: 
Create a sculpture of 

a character. 
 

Use modeling clay or 
papier-mache to 
sculpt a character. 
 
Write a description of 
the character whom 
you sculpted. 

 

Option 4:  
Create a collage to 
represent the book. 

 
Include at least 10 
photos or illustrations. 

 
Write a key describing 
each item on a collage 
and its importance. 



Part 2: Social Studies 
 

Social Studies 
Component 

Check 1 Check 2 Check 3 Submitted 
Final Project 
On Time 

Component 
Score 

Mission US: 
For Crown or 
Colony? 
Interactive 
Game  

Part 1 and 2: 
Review 
Questions and 
Writing Prompt 
Student 
completed all 
questions and 
writing prompt. 
(30 pts.) 

Part 3 and 4: 
Review 
Questions and 
Writing Prompt 
Student 
completed all 
questions and 
writing prompt. 
(30 pts.) 
 

Part 5  and 
Epilogue: 
Review 
Questions and 
Writing Prompt 
Student 
completed all 
questions and 
writing prompt. 
(30 pts.) 

Student 
submitted all 
components on 
Seesaw on or 
before the due 
date. (10 pts.) 
 

Total Possible 
Score:  100 
pts. 
 

 
Social Studies Component - Mission US: For Crown or Colony? Interactive Game - Students will create 
an account and begin their journey!  Along the way, students will have to complete challenges and make 
individual decisions.  For accountability, students are required to answer questions (depending on the student’s 
individual journey, some questions may not be answered.)  

● Access the site and create an account here: http://www.mission-us.org/pages/landing-mission-1  
● Students are only required to play the Mission 1: For Crown or Colony? game. 

 
Part 3: Math 
 

Math 
Component 

Check 1 
 

Check 2  
 

Submitted 
Final Project 
On Time 

Component 
Score 

Volume of 
Ammunition 
used in 
Revolutionary 
War 

Find the formula of a 
sphere:  
The diameter of a musket 
ball for a British Brown 
Bess is 0.693 inches.  The 
diameter of a musket ball 
for a French musket (used 
by the Continental Army) 
is 0.63 inches. 
 
What is the volume of a 
musket ball for a British 
Brown Bess? 
(45 pts.) 

What is the volume of a 
musket ball for a French 
musket? Both sides also 
used cannons as artillery. 
Cannon balls can range from 
2.3 inches to 4 inches. 
 
What is the difference in 
volume when comparing 
these two cannon balls? 
(45 pts.) 
 

Student 
submitted all 
components 
on Seesaw 
on or before 
the due date. 
(10 pts.) 
 

Total 
Possible 
Score:  
100 pts. 
 
 

 
 
 
Math Component: Volume of Ammunition used in Revolutionary War 

http://www.mission-us.org/pages/landing-mission-1


 
1. Find the formula of a sphere: The diameter of a musket ball for a British Brown Bess is 0.693 inches. 

The diameter of a musket ball for a French musket (used by the Continental Army) is 0.63 inches. 
2. What is the volume of a musket ball for a British Brown Bess? 
3. What is the volume of a musket ball for a French musket? Both sides also used cannons as artillery. 

Cannon balls can range from 2.3 inches to 4 inches. 
4. What is the difference in volume when comparing these two cannon balls? 

 
Helpful Links: Khan Academy 8th Grade Math - Geometry: https://goo.gl/QRyfKK 
 
Part 4: Science 
 

Science 
Component 

Check 1 Check 2 Submitted Final 
Project On Time 

Component Score 

Gravity’s Effect on 
Motion of 
Celestial Objects 
in the Solar 
System 

Research: 
Research David 
Rittenhouse. 
Explain, in 250 
words or more, how 
Rittenhouse 
addressed and 
depicted gravity’s 
effect on the motion 
of celestial objects 
in the solar system. 
(45 pts.) 

Model; 
Draw a model of an 
orrery.  Explain 
each part. (45 pts.) 

Student submitted 
all components on 
Seesaw on or 
before the due 
date. (10 pts.) 
 

Total Possible 
Score:  100 pts. 
 
 

 
Science Component - Research and Model 

1. Research David Rittenhouse.  Explain, in 250 words or more, how Rittenhouse addressed and depicted 
gravity’s effect on the motion of celestial objects in the solar system. 

2. Draw a model of an orrery.  Explain each part. 

https://goo.gl/QRyfKK

